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Welcome to the
Asian American Association

Hey Everyone,

! is is the March issue of ! e Bul-
letin, a special edition on this year's 
Fashion Show: Masquerade. You 
can " nd out more about the coords 
and what the show is about.  ! ere 
is also a section that introduces the 
new AAA shadows and why they 
wanted to join AAA. Read the whole 
newsletter to " nd out more.

I would like to thank all those 
who helped out with the newslet-
ter: William for drawing the awe-
some picture for the cover, Beth, 
and Je#  Zhang for writing excel-
lent articles. ! ank you to Harrison 
Hsueh for being our Alum of the 
Month$ Couldn't have done it with-
out you guys$$$$ :)

! anks to Christine for putting 
together the pages for Business, Ca-
sual, and Nightlife scene$

Please come and support us at 
our Fashion Show at Foellinger on 
March 6$

               Your Editor, 
Cindy Lam

clam804@gmail.com
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Outreach Article

By: Beth Kopacz

 Fashion show.  This word usually evokes images of incredibly attractive models 
strutting down the runway in expensive designer clothes.  When “fashion show” is brought 
up on this campus, however, different images come to mind, including culture and danc-
ing.  Expression through dance, song, music, and other art forms is an important factor in 
experiencing different cultural and multi-ethnic narratives.  Most relevant to the college 
campus (and even more speci! cally to the University of Illinois) are the shows that offer 
performances by students.  These often blend modern and traditional, essentially allow-
ing the audience to experience a complete sampling of the different aspects of identity.  
Throughout the school year there are different fashion shows that give the student body 
a chance to see ! rsthand what it means to be part of both the student and ethnic culture 
on campus today. 
 Fashion shows on campus are not limited to any one speci! c group.  Every fall 
there is a show hosted by the IUB as part of the Homecoming celebration.  This repre-
sents models of all ethnicities and backgrounds.  It is in the spring, however, that the 
majority of shows take place.  The organization B.A.T.S (Beautiful and Together Sisters) 
puts on a performance in mid-February.  Although the primary participants are African 
American, all are welcome to participate.  This show offers both fashion and dancing as 
an important artistic outlet.  The annual PSA fashion show also takes place in mid-Feb-
ruary.  This year’s theme was “Vivid Expressions” and demonstrated the rich and vibrant 
culture through both traditional Filipino and modern dances.  It is readily apparent that 
the performances represented the old and new identities of students on campus.  Finally, 
there is the upcoming AAA fashion show.  The basis of pan-ethnicity in AAA gives the 
show liberty to represent a multitude of cultures.  Similar to PSA, tradition is mixed with 
modernity in a hope to embody the complex identities of the student participants.
 These four shows are hardly the only that exist and they represent just a few of the 
student programs on the U of I campus.  The variety in participants and events demon-
strate the diversity that exists on campus.  It is important to support not only the shows 
in which you and your friends participate, but also others that are different to what you 
know.  In this way, education about a different group of people is possible and a cohesive 
multi-cultural community can be achieved.

Fashion Shows 
    on Campus



MAR 10 | BULLETIN 03

SHADOW TEAM A
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Stephanie Sam
aka. Steph

M N O P Q R M S T U V Q W X Y W Z

[ W N Q R \ P V ] P Y P Q W

^ P Y W _ P ` a R b c d W Q e P Q W f _ g h i

-Why did you want to join AAA and become a shadow?
I love meeting new people and want to be more involved on cam-
pus. I wanted to become a shadow so i can be more familiar with 
AAA and see what it's all about.

-What's your favorite part about AAA?
The picnic we had at the beginning of  the school year, fashion 
show and  the parties we had at club canopy.

-If  you could be a disney princess, which one would you be and why?
Definitely Princess Jasmine because I would want a cute pet tiger 
and go to places on a magic carpet.

-Describe yourself  in ONE word: gullible

Iris Zhang
a.k.a Ira

Major: eastern asian language 
and culture
Year: freshman
Hometown: mount prospect

-Why did you join AAA and become a shadow? 
I wanted to join AAA because I wanted to belong to a group/
family of motivated and bright Asian American students.
I wanted to become a shadow because I want to learn about 
the leadership opportunities in AAA.

-What’s your favorite part of AAA?
My favorite part of being a part of AAA is the amount of Asian 
American students that I have gotten the chance to meet.

-If you could be a disney princess, which one would you be and 
why?

I would be Snow White because she is innocent, beautiful, and 
kind.

-Describe yourself in ONE word: FUN.

Tiffany Mui
a.k.a Tiff/Tiffle/Tiffers

Major: Accounting & Finance
Year: Freshman
Hometown: Newton, MA



MAR 10 | BULLETIN 04

SHADOW TEAM B
-Why did you want to join AAA and become a shad-
ow?
I wanted to get involved in the Asian community 

-What's your favorite part about AAA?
Meeting new people

-If you could be a disney princess, which one would 
you be and why?
Pocahontas, because she's hot and has lucious, long 
black hair. 

-Describe yourself in ONE word.
Pacifist

Lucy Wen
Major: Art Foundations
Year: Freshman
Hometown: Dunlap, IL

-Why did you want to join AAA and become a shadow?
to get more involved in AAA.

-What's your favorite part about AAA?
the love everyone has for each other and the friendships I've made.

-If you could be a disney princess, which one would you be and why?
i would be princess Tiana because she works hard to reach her dreams 

and she keeps it real.

-Describe yourself in ONE word.
one is not enough...

Christine Lin
aka. Christofu, Xtine

Major: Business/accounting
Year: Freshman
Hometown: Millburn, NJ

-Why did you want to join AAA and become a shadow? 
Originally it was to meet new people, but as time went on I liked 
the kind of stuff AAA did and thought I'd try out to be a shadow.

-What's your favorite part about AAA? 
Apart from myself? Just kidding, probably the members them-
selves. We're all awesome.

-If you could be a disney princess, which one would you be and why? 
Obviously Cinderella, because I'm a pretty princess.

-Describe yourself in ONE word. prettyprincess

Simon Huynh
aka. “El Hombre”

Major: EE
Year: 2013
Hometown: Chicago
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-Why did you want to join AAA and become a shadow?
Because of AAA Fashion show, I joined AAA, and I became interested in being a 
shadow since it's a great leadership experience.

-What's your favorite part about AAA?
Fashion Show

- If you could be a disney princess, which one would you be and why?
Cinderella; because she is a classic.

- Describe yourself in ONE word: Quirky

Annie Lam
Major: DGS
Year: Sophomore
Hometown: Chicago, IL

Gene Kim
Major: Architecture
Year: Sophomore
Hometown: Virginia
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SHADOW TEAM A Cont.

D e s c r i b e  Y o u r s e l f  i n  o n e  w o r d : S i m p l e

R e a s o n  W h y  I  w a n t e d  t o  J o i n  A A A :
K n o w  m o r e  p e o p l e

F a v o u r i t e  P a r t  A b o u t  A A A :
P e o p l e  a r e  f r i e n d l y .

Jumin Luo

M a j o r : E c o n & P s y c
Y e a r : S o p h o m o r e
H o m e t o w n : H u n a n , C h i n a
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Vichaya Victor 
Chavalit
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this will be the 24th annual fashion show. 
this year's show revolves around the 
theme of masquerade. all of the scenes 
have done a great job conveying the 
theme in all different ways. we're also 
featuring other groups such as the illini 
glowsticking club, i-bhangra, and others. 
aaa and it's members have worked really 
hard since september, and we're really 
excited to put on this year's show. we 
hope that you can make it!

For More Information: http://sites.google.com/site/aaafashionshow/
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-Why did you want to be Fashion Show 
Head-coordinator?
Basically, I love fashion show. I was involved 
in fashion show as a freshman,and I loved 
my experience as a model. I became business 
scene coord my sophomore year, and I really 
enjoyed being in charge of  a scene and being 
involved in the behind the scenes aspects of  
fashion show. I wanted to be head coordinator 
because I wanted to give my input and ideas 
on planning the show. In the end, I just love be-
ing a part of  fashion show, and I love sharing 
that with others.

-What is the most rewarding part of  being a head-coordinator?
The most rewarding part of  being a head coord is seeing all of  the scenes come together over time. I love 
seeing all of  the ideas and themes that the coordinators think of  come to life. It's also really cool to see 
the hard work the models put in and the new bonds and friendships made through fashion show.

-What will you miss most after Fashion Show is over in March?
I will definitely miss dancing, and seeing everyone in the scenes consistently. I always find that I have 
way to much spare time after fashion show is over. 

Liz Pham
Major: Accountancy
Year: Senior

HEADCOORDINATORS
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Janice Lam
Major: Communications
Year: Junior
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-What will you miss about fashion show after it's over?
   I will definitely miss my LOVELY FORMAL SCENE MODELS  or NL10 & Cultural 10, 
because I just had so much fun when I worked/danced/joked around with them. (I 
know I will be going through severe withdrawal. T-T )
   I will also miss my co-coord., Nathan, since this will be the last time to see him. *sniff 
sniff* Thanks for being an AWESOME CO-COORD.!!  I don't think I would've done bet-
ter if you were not my co-coord.! >.<   

 Jae Eun Kim
Nicknames: Sexy Jae, Groovin' Jae (from NL09), KIMbap

Major: Psychology                           Year: Sophomore

-Why did you want to be a formal scene coordinator?
   Haha. Well, the only reason why I wanted to be a "formal scene" coordinator 
had to do with this year's fashion show theme, MASQUERADE! I guess I had this 
kind of fantasy of having/attending a masquerade party, so I wanted to apply 
that idea to a formal scene. Just imagine that you are wearing a mask and getting 
excited when a person reveals himself/herself. gahhh~~~ (Maybe I watched too 
much movies/dramas like that, but I really liked that idea.) =p
  I also happened to watch alot of ballroom dances on youtube or at home during 
my freshmen year, so I thought it would be nice to use those dances for a formal 
scenes.

 -If you can describe your scene in one word, what would it be?
    HOT!!!! (ow ow!) 

Formal 
Scene

Nathan Cheng
Nickname: Freight train
Major: Ece
Year: Senior

-If you can describe your scene in one word, what 
would it be? 

Fantastical

-What’s your favorite part of your scene and why?
The part where people dance because other-
wise, we would all be stiffs in suits and dresses

-What will you miss about fashion show after it’s 
over?

Staring creepily at the models behind the cur-
tains
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Nightlife
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-Give a little taste of what your scene will be like.
This year's cultural scene incorporates performances from other 
organizations on campus. We want to showcase different cultural 
dances and clothing from the various Asian countries. 

-If you can describe your scene in one word, what would it be?
Educational 

-Why did you want to be a "your scene" coordinator?
I think Cultural Scene is one of the most important scenes in fashion 
show because it is what sets us apart from any other show. We are 
the Asian American Association and need to embrace and share 
our culture. 

-What's the best part of being a scene choreographer/coordinator?
The best part is getting to work with my wonderful models! :) 

CULTURAL

Who is my dance idol?  
My immediate response is my boyfriend, Don Mach.  If it 
wasn’t for him, I wouldn’t be so interested in dance.  But 
I also look up to quite a few others well known choreog-
raphers/dancers: Ellen Kim, GiGi Torres, and others.

What’s the best part of being a scene choreographer/coor-
dinator?  

The satisfaction of being able to see the final finished 
product on stage and knowing that others will be able to see it and enjoy it 
too.  ALMOST THERE!  CAN’T WAIT!  =D

What will you miss about fashion show after it’s over?  
I’m gonna miss the time I got to spend dancing, and the time I got to spend 
with other people during the week.

Nicknames: BB, Rice
Major: Community Health

Year: Junior

Beatrice Chang

Runway
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Liz Pham 

Nicknames: Lizzy, Lizzers
-Major: Accountancy
-Year: Senior

--If you can describe your scene in one word, what would it be?
Legit

-What’s your favorite part of your scene and why?
My favorite part is a partner dance in the middle of the scene. 
I don’t want to ruin it for people, but it’s kind of the climax 
of our storyline. The outfits are cool, the choreography is fun, 
and it’s just a really good song to dance to.

-Why did you want to be a dance scene coordinator?
I absolutely love to dance, any time any place. I’ve taken dance classes since 
I was 4, and I was really involved with cheerleading and orchesis in high 
school. In college, I had fashion show and dance scene, so with my last year, 
I really wanted to coordinate dance scene.

Dance Scene
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Alum of the Month

Any advice for AAA members:

Hometown: Naperville, IL
Work: GE Capital, Financial Manage-
ment Program
Current Work Location: Norwalk, CT
Graduated Year: May 2008

AAA position(s): 
Cultural Co-Chair 2005-2006, 
External VP 2006-2007, 
President 2007-2008 

Harrison 
Hsueh

How is post-college life/working life?
As you might expect, working life is not nearly as fun as college life was. There's such a wide variety of activities out-

side of classes/studying that you can do in college, but that's not so much the case once you start working. I work 10-14 
hours a day, so I usually don't have much time for activities outside of work during the week. Although working life 
often involves less variety and fun, it's generally a bit less stressful than college unless you choose a masochistic occupa-
tion like investment banking or something similar. Working life is usually less stressful because when I come home from 
work, I don't have to worry about things like homework, exams, reserving the AACC, or fashion show dance routines. 
And just like in college, the concept of balance is very important when you start working. If you do nothing but work, 
you'll most likely burn out or flip out or both. Everyone finds ways to balance out their working life like spend time withe 
friends/family, working out, picking up hobbies, etc.. I balance out my working life on the weekends by volunteering at 
a raw food vegan café called Catch A Healthy Habit Café. I've been vegan for 5.5 years and this café is a great way for me 
get involved in a community of people who also enjoy healthy eating and tasty vegan food. And to be honest, running 
around taking orders and preparing food in the kitchen are a lot more fun/engaging than sitting in front of a computer 
screen all day long.

What was some of your favorite memories from AAA?
Soooo many to choose from, but here are some standouts...

- Playing Train Charades at Officer Bonding, specifically in the Fall of 2006. John Lim tried to act out the phrase 
"big sib / lil' sib". Quite possibly the hardest I've ever laughed in my entire life. I believe there is a video of this 
somewhere
- Starting up the AAA Shadow Program in 2006-2007 and then getting to see many of the shadows go on to fill of-
ficer/exec positions on the board. A truly rewarding experience.
- Great Asian American Hairoff (GAAHO) - a group of asian guys growing out their facial hair for ~6 weeks and so-
liciting sponsors to raise money for Relay for Life. Needless to say, it was not a pretty sight. I was a participant and it 
was probably one of the grossest events I ever took part in. But to be fair, we raised a ton of money for a great cause.
- Fashion Show - I was initially not into the whole fashion show thing. Choregraphed dancing was not my idea of 
fun. But over the course of 4 years, fashion show really grew on me. The practices were usually fun and a great way 
to meet new people. And it is definitely a rush to perform in front of an auditorium full of people. 
- But ultimately, it always comes down to the people. I feel so fortunate to have made so many great friends through 
AAA who I still keep in contact with. When I think back on fun times in college, they always revolve around the 
group of friends I made through AAA. 

College is an experience. An experience that you'll never have again. Don't let it go to waste and don't take things 
too seriously. Besides your academic duties, find something that you're really passionate about, and just totally devote 
yourself to it. You'll be amazed by how much you learn and grow when you commit yourself to organizations/causes 
that you really care about. For me, I found AAA and am forever thankful for it.  
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Behind the Scene
By Jeff Zhang
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To:  Family AAAttitude!
Hi! <3

From: Mom

To: Nathan
Nobody Cares ;)

From: ?

To: Michelle Chhong,
I loveeee youuuuu!

From: Mei Mei

To: Lethal Family
Family dinner on March 

2nd!
From: Mommy

To: Business Scene
Love you guys! Like a 

BOSS!!
Bizscene coords

To: Mei Mei
Mei Mei is the best mom 

ever!!!!
From: Michelle

To: Nathan
Smoldering eyes forever!

From: Mei Mei

To: All FS models
Have fun out there on 

stage!
The spotlight is on you!

:)
From: Newsletter

To:Christine
BEST SHADOW EVER!

:)

To: Everyone
Come see Fashion 

Show!!
From: Me <3

To: Alums
Come to Fashion Show! 

:)
From: AAA

To: Mei Mei
Happy Early Bday
From: Everyone

To: Nathan
Congrats!

From: Cindy

To: slavishly devoted 
shadow

You play the game like a 
champ. Keep it up!

From: the exalted one

To: Will.I.Am
Hi Sha-nay-nay :D

From:  “ Bon Kwi Kwi” 

To: Casual Scene
<3!

Casual coords
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March Events
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Photographs...

Sweet and Sour
CelebrAAAsian
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Karaoke 
Night



 
Asian American Association was founded in 1986 as a small support group for Asian American stu-
dents on campus. It has now evolved into one of the largest pan-Asian organizations in the Midwest!

Our Mission:
To serve and promote the needs of Asian Americans at the University of Illinois in Urbana/Cham- Ï
paign

To educate the University and community on current Asian American Issues Ï

To promote awareness of Asian American heritage to the University and community through pro- Ï
gramming on Asian American history and culture

To provide social activities for Asian American Association members Ï

To support and work in coalition with other groups who serve and protect the Asian American  Ï
community.


